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June 26, 1974

Russall E, Train, Administrator ;
Environmental Protection Agency

Waterside Mall

401 M Street, S.W,

Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Mr., Train:

In light of this week's announcement that the Environmeantal Protection
Agency is withdrawing formal hearings on the cancellation of ceriain uses of
the herbicide 2,4,5-T, T would like to request a complete explanation of your
agency's future research plans coencerming 2,4,5-T.

Concamed citizens in this nation are looking to the Environmental
Protection Agency for guidance on the use of this herbicide, which has come
under such extreme scrutiny the past few years, Four years ago, EPA cancelled
all uses of 2,4,5-T around the home and garden, in recreation areas, and where wat
contamination could occur, As for the remaining uses —- onrice, ra*xg..lcnd ; and
:ights of way -~ your agency has conceded that it does not have enough dasa to
Yassess the potential hazards associated with the use of 2,4,5-T.%

The people of my state, Wisconsin, are experencing the difﬂculties
of a d.x.lemma in which some uses are cancelled while other usss are Iecany (

permitted. Wisconsin citizens are debating the wisdom of a United States Dapart- ».

ment of Agriculture Forest Service plan to spray 2,4,5-T in two national forests —
the Cheguemegon and Nicolet ~- during the morsth of August, The USDA states
that this practice is legal, Yet there is a ban on use of 2,4,5-T in recreation
areas and during the summer tens of thousands of psople enter the forest for
purposes of recreation. There is an obvious inconsistency when spraying in
forests.is legal but spraying in rccreatlon éreas is not.
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