
Faith Lutheran Church 
DURAND, WISCONSIN 54736 

CHARLES GAVIN, Pastor 

Senator Gaylord Nelson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Nelson: 

OF1FICE PHONE: 672-8107 
PARSONAGE: 672-8479 

Thank you for including me on your mailing list! Your recent IINewsletter" 
detailing some of YQur current efforts to arouse concern over the reclamation 
and. preservation of our environment was most welcome. I commend you for 
the leadership and. the stimulation you are providing us on this vi tal issue-­
particularly among our youth and our political representatives. 

Of special interest to me is the possibility of additional information 
and. motivation which might be provided by the Washington office (mentioned 
in your IINews1etter II) ~so-:-: e~blished for the coordination of your 
proposed "Environmenta~~ • ..JWould you please see that I am put on 
th~ _ ~iling list of tha ~n it is established. 

The City of Durand has long had an extremely (in my judgment) calloused 
attitude toward the problem of municipal sewage and the Chippewa River. 
At one time the state of Wisconsin even had some legal action pending 
against the community. Unfortunately, the whole problem is further com­
plicated by the fact that our local newspaper refuses to print any kind of 
news other than community gossip 01' advertising. Thus, the community at 
large is virtually ignorant of the original suit--or the eventual outcome. 
What I have outlined does not seem to be peculiar to this community only. 
So, I am wond.ering if your idea of an "Environmental Teach-In" might not 
have some real possibilities for smail, rural communit;ies where there is such 
a dearth of reliable information? 

Just a couple of weeks ago, a member of my congregation d.escribed what it 
used to be like to ffivim in the Chippewa River on a summer night when the moon 
and stars were out. This individual has spent most of her life around the 
Meridean area (downriver from Rock Fails, Wis.). A couple of years ago, 
the husband of one of our members told me that a spot on the Chippewa River 
south of Durand, used to be one of the favorite bass fishing areas for the 
now famous Mayo brothers of Rochester, ~nnesota. 
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I am sure that you could do a far more a ccurate and colorful job than 
I can of documenting the cavalier disregard that small, rural Wisconsin 
communities have exhibited. 

So ••• again ••• your idea of a national "teach-in, " might be a unique 
opportunity to help some of these small communities wake up and get off 
dea d (Ii tel' ally) cent e1' • 

2. 

If the soon-to-be-established Washington office for the coordination of your 
proposed "Ehvi1'onmental Teach-In" has some information for small, rural 
communities ••• put me on that list, please. If such a dimension is not 
in the plans for your proposed Washington office, I would strongly urge 
you to re-conside1', and at least see that some st aff person develop some 
expertise helpful to those of us in rural America. 

Power to you! Keep up this vital work! 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Pastor Charles Gavin 
R. # 2, Box 238 
Durand Wisconsin 5~736 
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The Rever-nd Charle G vin 
Rout 2" Box 238 
Durand, Wi seons 54136 

D~ r Reverend G yin: 

QUALITy/teach in 

December 29, 1909 

Thank you for your letter cone rnin" the Teach-In . 
I have put your neon thG maillng l1st nd you will be 
rec lving more about th1s i tim& go~ along. 

Your polnt a.bout th use of t T _ h- In 1s well 
taJ.'"en. Or1gi nally the 1 ·t; was t o h v - h ... Teach-In on 
campuses, but we ha1 found that everyon~ w ts to get 
involved. We a .op~ful that, wherev r possib1 , the proj ct 
will become a community-wide effort . The T ch- In in a mall 
rural t own could ta.k place around th~ loe 1 high school, a 
group of church, or p rhap a cons-rv tion organtzet ional 

I ~ould BUgg at that you b~gln telling oth r people 
in Dur and about the Tach- In idea and begin to th1nk about 
ho\'l successful ef'ort might be creat""Q in your rea . Th_ 
materials you wi ll b~ ree lving w1ll ~ive you general 1d a 
th t hopefull y will be productive to your thinking .bout 
m k1ng the T ach- In ral~vant to you community. 

I hop~ th1s wers your question . Let me know f 
th re is anythi ng mor~ th t I can do for you . And good luck 
in organ1zing Te ch-In. 

Enclosure 

Sincerel y yours, 

GAYLORD NELSO 
U.S. Senator 
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