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Norwegians are 
intelligent, liberal 

and Democrats 
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Senator Nelson with his family. From left: 

Senator Nelson with Governor 
Patrick J. Lucey of Wisconsin 
and Senator Walter F. Mon­
dale of Minnesota on the 
Saint Croix River, which se­
parates the states of Wiscon­
sin and Minnesota. Senator 
Nelson has a record and a 
reputation for land conserva­
tion. Through the united ef­
forts of elson Bnd Mondale, 
the banks of the Saint Croix 
River have been purchased 
by the U. S. Government and 
will remain unspoiled for 
future generations. 

Mrs. Carrie Lee Nelson, the Senator, Cynthia, 
18, and Jeffrey, 14. Gaylord Jr., 22, lives in 
San Francisco. 

In a campaign brochure for Senator and former Governor 
Gaylord A. Nelson of Wisconsin , the capt ion to a rustic pic­
ture reads, " Clear Lake, where Nelson 's father was a country 
doctor for half a century, has clung to the simple virtues of 
uncluttered living . It has fresh ai r and water, straightforward 
honesty and a way of cutting through the underbrush to basic 
issues." 

What better background for a U. S. Senato r? Gay lord Nelson 
leaves no doubt about his family tree. " I am half Norwegian, 
one quarter Irish and one quarter DutCh ," he says. His pater­
nal grandparents came from Christiania , now Oslo, and home­
steaded in Wisconsin in 1878. Nelson 's father was born near 
a small town by the name of Thorp. He studied medicine and 
started his practice in Clear Lake about 55 miles from SI. Paul 
in 1907. Most of his patients were Swedish and No rwegian 
first-generatio n immigrants and he h imself spoke Norweg ian . 

0.: With such traditions , what contribut ion do you feel Nor­
way could bring to the U. S. today ? 

Nelson: From a social welfare standpoint I think the Scan­
dinavian countries are very advanced . How well your system 
would work in a country our size and with our diversity, I 
don 't know. In' terms of population Norway is a little smaller 
than my own state. So I th ink you can reach agreements and 
have better planning in a homogeneous unit that size than 
you can in a large diverse country like the U. S. But I don ' t 
think there is any question that the Scandinavian countries 
are world leaders in social welfare programs. 

Just recently a bill was introduced in the U. S. Senate to 
establish some long range economic planning , wh ich I think 
is necessary, but this will not go as far as what you have in 
Norway and Sweden . The 64 dollar question is how much 
planning and impact can you have with monetary policy. I 
don't think we 've got very good an3wers to that. and the 
economists haven ' t had anything s imple to offer . Of course, 

there has been a system with some governmental intervention 
in various ways but it has mainly been a system in which 
presumably the marketplace - supply and demand - would 
take care of it. We have developed econom ic power structures 
with in the system which inhibit competition. But, again, the 
question of applying some governmental regulation as you 
have in Scandinavia is a lot more complicated with a country 
of 220 million people. 

0 .: What wil be the issues on which the presidential elec­
tio ns next year will be decided ? 

Nelson: That depends on who the candidates will be. We 
don 't have the kind of party responsib i lity in this country as 
you do in Europe. I have talked to some of your members of 
Parliament and your party organ ization is much stronger than 
it is in the U. S. There are people who think there ought to 
be more party discipline here but that would take a restructur­
ing of all political bodies, because there are no clear-cut lines 
between a liberal Republican or a conservative Democrat. 

0 .: Has Watergate damaged the people 's confidence in 
po lit iCians? 

Nelson: There is no doubt it was damaging to confidence. 
But in my state of Wiscons in, for instance, all the seven De­
mocrats among the Congressmen were re-elected with a two­
th i rds majority. So people may be saying . "We don't have 
much confidence in the system " . but that doesn't necessarily 
mean that they lose confidence in the individual politician. 

Q.: Is it a coincidence that the five senators who are of 
Norwegian extraction are all Democrats? 

Nelson: The states that the five of us come from , Minne­
sota, Washington and Wisconsin, are progressive states and 
they have had an important Scandinavian influence. Their 
elected representatives will always reflect the nature of their 
constituencies. And , you know, Norwegians are intell igent and 
liberal, so naturally they are Democrats. 
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